
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

COLLIS Institute Opens with the Big Bang and the 
 Bishop’s Blessing 

 
COLLIS celebrated its beginnings with an inaugural lecture and 
ceremony on Nov. 5, 2022 in Sage Chapel at Cornell University. Jonathan 
Lunine, Chair of the Astronomy Department at Cornell and Chair of the 
COLLIS Board, presented a lecture on the theorization of the Big Bang by 
Belgian Catholic priest, Georges Lemaître, followed by remarks by the 
Most Rev. Salvatore Matano, Bishop of Rochester. After the Bishop’s 
blessing upon this new organization, the COLLIS-Cornell Catholic Chant 
Choir led the congregation in the Te Deum, accompanied on organ by 
Matthew Hall, Associate Director of Cornell Catholic Community. 
 

COLLIS Institute a Beneficiary of $3.65 M Templeton Grant 
 

COLLIS Institute is one of the beneficiaries of a $3.65M grant from 
the John Templeton Foundation, “In Lumine: Supporting the Catholic 
Intellectual Tradition on Campuses Nationwide” (Grant #62372). This 
project establishes the In Lumine Network, a consortium of six 
Catholic institutes at elite research universities in the United States, 
and provides funds for advancing dialogue between theology, 
philosophy, and the natural and social sciences. The In Lumine 
Network comprises the Lumen Christi Institute at the University of 
Chicago, the Nova Forum at the University of Southern California, 
the Saint Anselm Institute at the University of Virginia, the 
Collegium Institute at the University of Pennsylvania, the Harvard 
Catholic Form at Harvard University, and COLLIS Institute at 
Cornell University. The In Lumine grant provides COLLIS with seed 
money, specifically for programming addressing science, religion, 
and philosophy. Through the In Lumine Network, we also hope to 
create opportunities for Cornell students to connect with peers at the 
sister institutes. 
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COLLIS Institute develops Catholic thought, 
culture, and community at Cornell 
University and in the Ithaca area, enriching 
students, faculty, and staff of all faith 
traditions, and none. 
 
Board of Directors: 
Chris Barrett 
Stephen Garvey 
Stephen Loughlin 
Jonathan Lunine (Chair) 
Maureen O’Hara 
Isabel Perera 
 
Staff:  
Elizabeth Lyon Hall, Executive Director 
 
Gordon Wilford, Program Assistant 
 
 

“I regard myself as blessed to 
have been able to be a part of 

bringing COLLIS to Cornell and 
the Ithaca Community. The 

opportunity has moved me to 
learn more about the intellectual 
depth and sophistication of my 

own Catholic tradition than I had 
previously realized, and that 

learning has lead (and continues 
to lead) me in new directions in 

my own scholarship, which is still 
written for a secular audience. I 
hope COLLIS will be a way for 

others to perhaps experience the 
same sense of discovery.” 

-Stephen Garvey,  
Board of Directors 

 



 

In February, 2022, I caught word of plans fomenting for a Catholic institute at Cornell, and that the newly-formed board of 
directors were contemplating hiring an executive director. At that point I was mid-cycle in the academic job market, applying 
and interviewing for jobs which, if they panned out, would take me and my family far from the Finger Lakes—the region that 
had become home to me since I first moved here in 2013 to study at Cornell. The rumors about the Catholic institute, I 
thought then, were probably too good to be true, but they were soon followed by a job posting for executive director that 
outlined the professional activities and aspirations closest to my heart—serving and nurturing the Catholic community at 
Cornell and in Ithaca, linking faith with intellect, opening opportunities for serious study of Catholic intellectual, cultural, 
and artistic traditions at Cornell. I could have written the job posting myself. 

With immense excitement and gratitude, I officially started work as the executive director of COLLIS Institute for Catholic 
Thought and Culture in July, 2022. Since this summer, COLLIS has been quick off the blocks to establish itself as a nonprofit, 
an official Catholic organization with the approval of the United States Conference of Bishops, and an affiliate of Cornell 
University through Cornell United Religious Work. Within our inaugural semester, COLLIS launched three recurring 
programs—a non-credit course, a grad-faculty seminar series, and a sacred music choir—and opened our public lecture 
series. This rapid development has been matched by a coalescing community of students, faculty, staff, alumni, and 
supporters on campus and beyond. Our programs this semester have provided fora for connecting Catholic (and Catholic-
curious) students, faculty, and staff and for integrating their academic and religious identities. As this institute continues to 
develop, I believe that it will acquire an important role at Cornell University for fostering productive, interdisciplinary 
conversations within the Catholic community and across religious boundaries, and for supporting the wholistic development 
of Catholics of all ages in the Ithaca area.  

May God continue to bless this new institute, and to guide our every step. I wish you and your families a blessed Advent and 
Christmas. 

 

Meet the COLLIS Board 

Chris Barrett, COLLIS Treasurer, and Stephen B and Janice G Ashley Professor of Applied Economics and Management, 
has won several university, national, and international awards for teaching, research and public outreach, and is an elected 
fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science. 

Stephen Garvey is the Robert Noll Professor of Law and a former Marshall Scholar and Graduate of Yale Law School. His 
research focuses on the nature of responsibility in the criminal law. 

Stephen J. Loughlin, President and Professor of Philosophy at St. Bernard's School of Theology and Ministry in Rochester, 
NY, is an active researcher in Medieval philosophy, and Thomistic anthropology.  

Jonathan Lunine, Chair of the Board, and David C. Duncan Professor in the Physical Science at Cornell University, is on 
the science team for the James Webb Space Telescope and is co-investigator on the Juno mission now in orbit at Jupiter.  

Maureen O'Hara, the Robert W. Purcell Professor of Management at Cornell University, has served on the board of 
numerous financial institutions and has consulted for companies including Facebook, Microsoft, and Merrill Lynch. 

Isabelle Perera, Assistant Professor of Government at Cornell University, studies how politics shape the social policies, 
labor markets, and overall economies of affluent democracies, focusing on the United States and Western Europe.  

DIRECTOR’S NOTE 



Introducing Our Logo and Seal 

We are excited to announce that after a semester of working 
with graphic designer Katherine Ahmann, of Design Q 
Studios in D.C, COLLIS has a beautiful logo and seal. 
Katherine and the COLLIS board and staff worked to 
develop a clean and simple design that communicates our 
values and our geographical location, and which combines 
a classic look with a modern feel. Below is a key to “read” 
it. 

 

-Hills: “Collis” is the Latin word for hill or mountain. Our name is 

evocative of both Cornell University's hilltop location and of the 

hills and mountains of Scripture. The long low shape of the hills in 

the logo and reflections underneath represent Lake Cayuga. 

-Sun: The sun is a symbol for the resurrection of Christ, as well as 

for divine illumination and the light of knowledge. 

-Cross: Christ, who is our Source and Center  

-Book: The book symbolizes wisdom and learning, as revealed 

through Scripture, and as pursued in the academy. The book bears 

our motto. 

-Motto: Our motto is drawn from Psalm 43:3, the entirety of which 

reads, “O send forth your light and your truth; they will guide me 

on. They will bring me to your holy mountain, to the place where 

you dwell.” We pray for God to illuminate the hearts and minds 

of the COLLIS community with wisdom and knowledge, through 

the true light, which is Christ.  

-Acronym: Did you know that COLLIS is also an acronym? The 

expansion of COLLIS is found in the text of our seal and reads, 

“CORNELLIENSE INSTITUTUM SAPIENTIAE” (Institute of 

[Holy] Wisdom at Cornell). 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COLLIS Launches Programs 

The Institute was off to a great start this semester as 
it launched a new slate of recurring programming: 
undergraduate and graduate seminars, a 
minicourse, and a chant choir. The Grad-Faculty 
seminars met monthly throughout the semester. 
Prof. Chris Barrett of Cornell’s Dyson School led a 
discussion with graduate students in business, 
finance, and economics on how the Christian faith 
can inform and strengthen their roles as referees for 
academic publications. In October, the Associate 
Director of Cornell Catholic, Dr. Matthew Hall and 
COLLIS’s own, Dr. Elizabeth Lyon Hall, led a 
discussion on the role of faith and philosophy in the 
modern university with a reading of Pope St. John 
Paul II’s encyclical, Fides et Ratio. To finish the 
semester, Prof. Isabel Perera of Cornell’s Political 
Science department led a discussion on the origins 
of Catholic Social Teaching through a reading Pope 
Leo XIII’s encyclical Rerum Novarum.  

For undergraduates, the Institute organized a 
seminar to discuss religion’s place in the university. 
Fr. Mark Akubo, PhD, of Cornell’s Lab of Atomic 
and Solid State Physics, discussed his experiences as 
a priest studying and teaching physics in secular 
institutions throughout the United States and Africa. 
In addition, COLLIS offered its first undergraduate 
non-credit minicourse on bioethics. Taught by Dr. 
Stephen Jesch of Cornell’s Department of Molecular 
Biology and Genetics and Dr. Jean Baric Parker of St. 
Barnard’s School of Theology and Ministry, the 
course focused on practical applications of the 
Church’s teaching concerning biological research in 
the sciences.  

“I am delighted to be part of adding Collis to the vibrant Catholic 
community at Cornell. Catholic intellectual thought has long 

considered the linkage of science and religion and exploring those 
issues here on our campus is very exciting. I am looking forward to 

the many ways Collis can contribute to our campus life.” 

-Maureen O’Hara, Board of Directors 

 

“I’m in my 25th year on the Cornell faculty and a lifelong 
practicing Catholic. The Cornell community amazes me 

with the breadth of intellect and talent, as well as the deep 
commitment to engagement with communities beyond the 

academy. But as a secular institution, our community often 
does not draw as much from or contribute as much too 
religious communities as it might. COLLIS offers an 

extraordinary opportunity to bring the scholarly insights, 
musical traditions, and history of Catholicism to the 

broader Cornell community, and to foster fellowship among 
those with common interests, regardless of their religious 

beliefs (or non-belief). It’s a joy and privilege to be 
associated with this new effort.” 

-Chris Barrett, Board of Directors 
 
 
 



Lastly, COLLIS’s chant choir has met weekly for 
rehearsals since the beginning of the semester and 
has sung at First-Friday Adorations and Solemnities 
at Cornell Catholic. The choir focuses on the 
Gregorian chant corpus, with polyphony sung by 
more advanced singers. 

 

 
“The presence of COLLIS in Cornell is not just highly 
welcome, but long overdue. COLLIS is a big boost to 
vibrant intra campus, ecumenical and inter faith dialogue 
on matters of Faith, Non-Faith, Religion, Science, 
Culture, Community their intersections and the benefits 
of these intersections for us. I enthusiastically support 
COLLIS in all its work, and I will be working with 
COLLIS as it grows in and around Cornell.”  
 

 
light of one’s faith. Specifically, I found the academic 
publishing seminar to be a great discussion. As a 
molecular geneticist-in-training however, I am also 
extremely grateful for the bioethics minicourse. I 
regularly encounter so these sometimes challenging 
questions in my field of study, and I’m ecstatic to see that 
COLLIS is tackling these subjects. Putting one’s work in 
the framework of faith puts one’s work into perspective, 
and makes exploring this intriguing world all the more 
fascinating!” 
 

 

political and economic theory, music, science, philosophy, 
and more, COLLIS has provided many opportunities to 
explore important questions outside of my discipline with 
other members of our campus community. I'm looking 
forward to the ways COLLIS will continue to grow a 
community of people on campus interested in Catholic 
thought in the worlds of academic study, art and liturgy, 
and social practice."  

 

In Spring 2023, COLLIS will be offering a non-credit 
course on Science, Religion, and the Environment led by 
faculty from Cornell and Ithaca Colleges, monthly grad-
faculty seminars, and several public lectures. COLLIS will 
also be hosting a summer seminar in collaboration with 
Lumen Christi Institute on natural science and theology. 
Below are some dates to save in your calendars! 

January 24, 2022 @11:45 AM, Grad-Faculty Seminar with 
Karl Pillemer (Psychology, Cornell University; Professor 
of Gerontology in Medicine, Weill Cornell Medicine) 
 
Feb. 8, 2022 @ 6:45 PM, “The Eucharist, Physics, 
Metaphysics: (Mis)Understanding the Real Presence, 
Joseph Mudd (Gonzaga University).  
 
March 13, 2023 @ 5 PM, “The Sacred and Sonorous Desert: 
Acoustic Ecology and the Monastic Tradition,” Kim 
Haines-Eitzen (Religious Studies, Cornell University) 
 
April 11 (TBC) @ 5 PM, Fr. Piotr Nawrot, PhD, SVD  
(Adam Mickiewicz University) on Baroque music from the 
Jesuit missions among the Chiquito and Moxo ethnic 
groups 
 
April 21-22 TBC, The Sabbath Year of Laudato Si’: Taking 
Stock and New Directions, panel and workshop. 
 
 

COLLIS extends heartfelt gratitude to those who have already 
lent financial support to this fledgling organization. Thank you! 
 
Dcn. Adeolu Ademoyo 
Chris and Clara Barrett 
The Benedictine Sisters of the Transfiguration 
Rick and Trish Burgess 
Ben Davis 
Daniel Gallagher 
Stephen Garvey 
Stephen Jesch 
Jonathan and Cynthia Lunine 
Jeffrey McCarthy 
Maureen O’Hara and David Easley 
The John Templeton Foundation 
Michael and Paula Twomey 

COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHTS 

Dcn. Adeolu 
Aderinola Ademoyo, 
PhD. Senior Lecturer, 
Department of 
Africana Studies, 
Deacon of the 
Diocese of Syracuse 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

FRIENDS OF COLLIS 

Beata Mackenroth, PhD 
Candidate in Biochemistry, 
Molecular and Cellular 
Biology     “I really enjoy the 
grad-faculty seminars, as a 
way to facilitate discussion 
about how one might tackle 
challenges faced in academia in  

Zachary Huber, PhD 
Candidate in Physics "I've 
greatly appreciated COLLIS' 
commitment to engaging with the 
full breadth of the liberal arts 
from the perspective of the 
Church. With events on  

 


